Letters from W. Micholitz to Frederik Sander
 

001k Micholitz to Sander




On board the “Salvadora”, 30th August 1882

Dear Mr. Sander,

You will have wondered why you have not received a letter before, but never mind, the earlier letter which you will receive together with this one, and which I ask you to read first, will explain all. I had completed it but had to watch the steamer depart without being able to get it on board as we were in quarantine. The quarantine lasted 8 ½ days so that I had to spend 18 days on board ship with my plants. After depositing them with Mr. Brown I learned the whereabouts of Roeb. [Roebelen] and Schroed. [Schroeder] and further received a letter from Roeb. in which he told me that Schroed. was to arrive in Manila on the 3rd September and depart for Singapore on the 7th. Further that he was willing to take my plants. That was good, however, since Roeb. did not know about or had not considered that all ships arriving in Manila had to be quarantined, therefore according to my calculations Schroed. would not have been able to take the steamer departing on the 7th September but would leave no earlier than 21st September, and would therefore not arrive in London before the beginning of November. That was most inconvenient because of the Phal. and Cypriped.. I did not know what to do. I would have had to wait more than four weeks for Schroed. and run the risk of the Phals. catching cold or getting frozen. Then, when I received a letter from Foerst. telling me that if we had the plants in Manila, he would wait until the 31st of the month to take them with him, I decided after careful consideration to take the plants to Singapore myself, thinking it would be better to spend $100 (that is the cost of the return trip) than losing the plants. This is how I find myself en route and hope to arrive in Singapore this afternoon.

But new difficulties have presented themselves here. Three days before my departure from Manila, there was a heavy outbreak of Cholera. The natives and the Chinese toppled like flies and there was a terrible panic – However, I could not change my plans because who knows what else would arise. Now I have to expect further quarantine in Singapore and Schroed. will have to suffer the same. If I can have a word with Foersterm., it should be alright and he will just have to wait a few days and go with P&O or Holls ????    
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It is crazy how he spends money, and had I not thought it in your interest, I would have left Paris without him. I had little pleasure during the journey because I always had to do and push to make Ch. move. I don’t know what it will be like tomorrow, I shall be glad when he is safely on board.

Otherwise I have nothing to report. The cost of our baggage was 30 shillings from London to Paris, but only 32 Francs from Paris to Marseilles, I would therefore recommend a route via Dieppe and Cuxhaven, the train we used to Paris was 940 per person, can recommend the latter before 7.20 p.m. I have the ticket and am ready to travel. I shall board the ship tomorrow morning at 9:00 o’clock, departure is at 10:00 o’clock. Well, I hope all goes well and that I shall have more pleasure from the Phal. than from Chest.

I hope that you also will have more pleasure from them.

Yours truly,


W. Micholitz

Translated by: Maren Talbot
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